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Lddress: 20 Cooke Sireel, Providence, rrovidence Counvy,

Fhode Isleand.
Plat 13, lob 149,

Preseud, Cvmer e, and ks, Howsrd S, Merrinan
and QOccupant:

Pragegt Use: Dwelling
Brief Stalement fhis is ¢

bynical exanple of = swall frame house
of Sienificance: bulls 1823-1826.

PART I. HISTCRICAL INFORLIATIOHN

L. Physical History
1. Originsl and subsecguenl owners:

1820 Danlel ¢ ¢ushing, menufacturer, sells for 4325 to
Q James Bishop and Shubael Blanding, traders, as |
‘ tenanle in ccoimonr, 3 severel lois of land near
the residence of James Fenner, beling #7, &, 9
on Plai of 1811 by Dsniel Anthony, bound: N by
streer leading to James Fenner's house; E by lots
#10 and ;11; 5 by lot #0; W by Cooke Sireet. -
Deed Book 44, page 218, in Providence City Hell

1823 James Bishop, gentleman, sells for 3190 to Shubezel
Blanding, trader, 1/2 part of 3 several loits sold
to them by Daniel C Cushing in 1820. Bounded same
as Deed Book 44, page 218...Cooke Street divides
land of Sarsh Olney and Daniel C Cushing...Rach
lot is 50" front and 100' deep. - Deed Book 47,
page 143, in Providence City Hall.

1826 TFire Record:..Shubael Blanding on House on § side
of Cooke Street...VWood...32' square..2 stories high
froat and rear...hipped roof...lower floor laid 1n
mortar..occupled as DYELLING HOUSE, - HMes, fire
ingurance records of the Providence hutual Insurance
Co. at the Rhode Island Historical Society,
Providence, nhode Island Vol. 4, policy #3288.

1829 Shubael Blanding, merchant, sells for 832,12-1,2
to Silvanus G Hertin, merchant, a certain lot of
land in that pert of Providence called Cook's

- Litile Orchard, with a new DWELLING HOUSE thereon
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snd other bulildings, bounded: W by Cooke Street
50%; ¥ by Silvanus uarting E by Jomes Fenner and
Jenita lovs; S by Jemes Fonner 1007, -« Deed Book
560, page 147, in Providence City Hall.

1843 Silvanus G Mortia Sells for §1335 1o Elizabeth o
Bowers, widow of m R Bowers, & certain lot of land,
it being the ssme conveyed to grenbtor by Shubael
Blending in L322 and is 1ot 7 on Plat formerly
belonging to Daniel C Cushing, with the bulldings
standing thereon. - Deed Book 85, pege 222, in

Providence (ity nell.

1869 Elizaveth 7 Bowers makes Nebhan B Hell her trustee
“of my estote on Looke Jireel wihere I now reside’
- Deed Boox 184, page 420, in Providence City Hall.

1881 Imily O Hzll as trusiee u/w of Nathan B Hell conveys
to Samuel V) Bowers and Villiem W D F Bowers, that
lot of land with Dwelling House on the ¥ side of
Cooke 3trect, bound: N by B J Adams; & by fdams
and Sturgls Cerpenter; S by Corpenter; W by Cooke
Sbreet. - Deed RBook 308, paze 524, 1ln Providence
City Hell.

1881 Samuel Vneaton Bowers sells for 6500 to James §
Greencuzh & certain lot of laud with Dwelling House
being same wirich was owned by the late Elizabeth
¥ Bowers, dec., and is the same descended in deed
from Emily O Hall trustee to said Samuel and
William in 1881. - Deed Book 309,page 225 in
Providence City Hall.

1900 Property vias taxed to Harrielb B Stocimrell wi Thomas
B...changed ownership seversl times snd was taxed
to Howerd I Merriman & wf Ann in 1946,

2. Dabe of erection: between 1823 and 1326.
Prepared by Antoinette F. Dovming and Elvira Gowdey

foir the Providence Presevvation Society
April 1962
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PEAT T1, ARCHITECTURAL INFOR:ATION

A.

General Statanens

1.

-

A

frehit ectufal character: This is 2 smzall freme house

uilt between 1823 and 1826, Typicai fegiures include
the r SDLCdﬁCQ vood guoing and the balusiraded monitor
roof.

Conditicon of fsbric: GCood.

k]

Technical Deseriobion of Exterior

1.

7.

Overall dimensions: 32' gquare amain block fecing wesh,
four-beay front; somewhat later resr wing, 15! deep x
18" wide; two stories high,

Foundations: Lizin block: Dbrick on west fromi, random
stone on gides. HAear wing; briek

kell construction: Frame; ¢lapbosrds average 47 exposure;

rusticated wood cuoins, 11~1/2" x &% and 167 x &%.

Porehes: COne~-story front porch, round columns wibin Doric
capitals, deeply projecting cornice gimilar to mein roof.
Later two-story rear poien.

Chimneys: TIwo ehimneys in main tlock, one in noxti wall,
insgide toward the rear, one removed {rom souilr wall.
One in rear wing.

Openings:

a. boors and doorways: Later fouwr-panel main door,
perhaps 1840's, side lights, pilaster trim on door-
way.

b. tiindows snd shutters: Six over gix light double

hung windows, molded frames, louvered shutters.

Roof

a. Shepe, covering: Hip roof wilh monitor, shingled.

B, Cornice: Deeply projecting, molded cornice, drilled
ovolo bed mold.:

.e. Dormers, cupoles:; Low hip roofed monitor, low

nocizontal windows, latticewori balustrade.
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. Tfechnicel Descriotion of Interior
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#leor plang: @EInirance - stair hell, saall parior to
southwest; large perlor on north side, owlﬂixally Twe
reome; dining room on soubheast., Pregent dining room
probably ord éiaul iitchen, Baek helluey &b northeast
corner of mein olon“, enclosed bach gbteirs, north side
grnbrence 1?C“Cﬁb itehen in later reox wing. Door Lo
rear wing asg Lop llght, and may have originslly been

exterior door to the back yard. Belrooms on second
floow in similar avrangement. Storeroom in abtiic lighted
by monltor. Firgt floor ceiling heisnt - §'-0Y; enlrance
nall, &6'-10% yide.

Stalrweys: Lzin stoir in fromi entrénce hall. Straight

run vith landing end tuen 8t top, opea string, open well,

simple outgide gbringer, two slender rccial ar belusters
per etep, turacd nesels; molded, rauped re

o

Flooring: lide board floors. Lover floor lald in morter
for fiveproofing according ito 1826 fire ilaswurance record.

Doors ana doorvays. Siz-pa
Aali snﬂle comple: moldings around uuuelu. ﬁolqea
lorge parlor znd hall with pilaster

ner blocks.

_,S'l"

irim, deeply cut, with cor
Trim: ‘indow trim wmotches doorways.

Herdware: DBubt hinges, mortised locks with smell brass
knebs.

Lighting: Slectric.

Heating: iodern central heating. Filreplaces remaln in
large porlor ond dining room and corresponding rooms

on second floor. Filrveplaces removed but locsilons
apparent, in southwest rooms. Sliple onc-story wood
mantels. Cooking fireplace in dining room which may

have been origingl kitchen. Living room fireplace opening:
21-1/27 wide, 29-1/4" high, 1&" deep, may have been built
to receive a swove,

General setting: Swall lot in residential street, set
back sbout 1C' from sidewalk. Narrow side yards, small
rear yard.

Enclsures: Yood fences or hedges
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2. alks:  isphalt
4.  Lendsceping: Informel gerden in rear.
Prepared by Osmund . Gverby, Architect

Nationel Parlk Service

ipoal 1962



